
28 LICENSED ARCHITECT • VOL 14 NO. 1 • SPRING 2010

F e a t u r e d  A r c h i t e c t

SSOE Group is an international
EPCM firm ranked eleventh among
the largest engineering and
architecture firms (Building Design +
Construction, 2009). SSOE has also
been named one of the "Best AEC
Firms to Work For" (Building Design
+ Construction) and as one of the
fastest-growing firms by Inc.
Magazine, 2009 and ZweigWhite,
Hot List 2009.

With 19 offices around the world,
SSOE is a leader in providing
sustainable and renewable solutions.
The company has earned a solid
reputation providing architecture,
engineering, procurement, and
construction management services
to the healthcare, automotive,
science and technology, energy,
alternative energy, biofuels,
chemical, food and beverage, glass,
and consumer products industries.
SSOE has completed projects in
more than 30 countries. Visit
www.ssoe.com for additional
information and career
opportunities.

Volkswagen Group of America
Automotive Production Facility
Chattanooga, Tennessee

Having successfully performed design work for more than 50% of all automotive
assembly plants built in the United States over the last ten years, Volkswagen
called upon SSOE Group to oversee architecture, engineering, and construction
management services for their new production facility. The 1,350-acre greenfield
site includes conventional steel framed buildings with concrete columns, steel
floor / roof structures, metal wall panels, and a single-ply membrane roof. The
plant will have the capacity to annually produce 150,000 mid-sized vehicles. 

The primary manufacturing operations will
include weld, paint, and assembly, with other
facilities to include outbound logistics,
extensive training center, media (utility) center,
social hall with cafeteria, technical center, tank
farm, and fire station.

The A/E services involved are site / civil,
architectural, structural, mechanical, fire
protection, plumbing, electrical, and
wastewater treatment. SSOE also partnered
with firms for the environmental permitting
process and the facilities construction
management.

Aerial photography by Aerial Innovations***
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The University of Toledo
North Engineering Lab Upfits
Toledo, Ohio

SSOE provided planning, programming,
and conceptual design for this
conversion of an existing facility
(previously of an industrial nature) into
specialized lab facilities, including a new
fuel cell research laboratory,
dynamometer facilities, nanopolymer,
and environmental laboratories. Phase I,
which consisted of fuel cell and
instrumentation laboratories, has already
been completed.

Phase II is currently underway and will
include design of flexible laboratory
spaces for advanced materials, energy,
environmental, biomedical, and
biotechnology research. The renovated
space will also include instructional
areas and spaces for student
collaboration. The project necessitated
the evaluation and continuation of
existing building systems along with
chiller capacity expansion and
provisions for additional lab expansion
within the existing space. SSOE applied
its BIM-based, 3D capabilities to create
stationary images and a walk-through
video of the facility.

Renderings provided by SSOE




