
Below are pictograms used for identifying chemical hazards.  
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OSHA FINALIZES HAZARD COMMUNICATION STANDARD UPDATES

2016 brings the final implementation of OSHA’s Hazard Communication 
Standard (HCS) to become fully compliant with the Globally Harmonized 
System of Classification and Labeling of Chemicals  (GHS).

The GHS is an internationally agreed upon system that:
• Standardizes the classification of chemicals.
• Educates workers on the hazards of the chemicals they are using.
• Creates an easy way for all workers to identify the chemical hazards.

Hazardous chemicals are everywhere. As a part of the GHS, new 
standardized Safety Data Sheets (SDS) have replaced the old MSDS. Other 
requirements include standardized container labeling, signal words, and 
pictograms to help quickly identify chemical hazards.   
For more information about the updated Hazard Communication Standard 
please visit: www.osha.gov/dsg/hazcom/index.html

Four Changes to the Hazard Communication Standard
• Hazard Classification: Provides specific criteria for classification of health

and physical hazards, as well as classification of mixtures.

• Labels: Chemical manufacturers and importers are required to provide
standardized labels that include a harmonized signal word, pictogram,
and hazard statement for each hazard class and category. Precautionary
statements must also be provided.

• Safety Data Sheets: Are standardized in 16 specific sections and must be
uniform.

• Information and Training: Employers are required to train workers on the
new labels elements, safety data sheets format to facilitate recognition and
understanding and the pictograms for quick identification of hazards.

Health Hazard Flame Exclamation Mark

Gas Cylinder Corrosive Exploding Bomb

Flame Over Circle Environment
(Non-Mandatory)

Skull and Crossbones

• Carcinogen
• Mutagenicity
• Reproductive Toxicity
• Respiratory Sensitizer
• Target Organ Toxicity
• Aspiration Toxicity

• Flammables
• Pyraphorics
• Self-Heating
• Emits Flammable Gas
• Self-Reactives
• Organic Peroxides

• Irritant (skin and eye)
• Skin Sensitizer
• Acute Toxicity (Harmful)
• Narcotic Effects
• Respiratory Tract Irritant
• Hazardous to Ozone

Layer (Non-Mandatory)

• Gases Under Pressure • Skin Corrosion/Burns
• Eye Damage
• Corrosive to Metals

• Explosives
• Self-Reactives
• Organic Peroxides

• Oxidizers
• Aquatic Toxicity

• Acute Toxicity
(Fatal or Toxic)


