
C R IME  OF  OP P OR T UNI T Y
SSOE has had multiple reports of backpacks (with laptops) stolen out of 
vehicles. This has happened in a variety of locations, not just at work. Not 
only is it costly for SSOE to replace the laptops, but stolen laptops increase 
the chance of a security breach. Employees must take measures to protect 
their property, as well as SSOE property. Most automobile thefts or break-
ins are either a crime of opportunity or a result of a thief canvassing a 
location or situation. Here are some common sense tips to help prevent 
automobile theft or break-ins at home, work, and while traveling. 

• Lock your doors.

• Keep your windows up.

• Don't leave your car running.

• Clean the GPS ring off the windshield.

• Park your car in a well-lit area.

• Park your vehicle where it is visible from the street.

• Use anti-theft device whenever you leave your vehicle.

• Do not leave anything in plain sight (valuables, spare keys, electronics, 
backpacks).

• If you must leave valuables in your vehicle put them in the trunk before 
reaching your destination. Doing this will prevent would-be thieves from 
knowing what is in your vehicle.  

IF YOU ARE THERE WHEN SOMEONE IS STEALING YOUR CAR  
OR ITEMS FROM YOUR CAR, DO NOT BE A HERO.

YOUR GOAL IS TO SURVIVE THE SITUATION UNHARMED. 

CALL THE POLICE ONCE YOU ARE SAFE.
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