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Weekly Safety Tip

OHIO’S NEW TEXTING BAN

On Friday August 31, Ohio joined the majority of other sfafes fo ban fexting
while driving. Distracted driving is considered to be any activity that diverts
the driver's attention away from their primary task of driving. All distractions

endanger the driver, passengers, other drivers, and bystander safety.

Of all the possible distractions texting is by far the worst, because it requires the
driver to divert their visual, manual, and cognitive affention away from the road.
In fact a typical text message requires the driver to divert their attention from the
road for over 4 seconds during which time the car would travel the length of o
football field at 55 mph. When is it really safe to take your eyes off the road for
that amount of time while drivinge NEVER!

Under the new law - Drivers under the age of 18 are prohibited from texting
or using any electronic device while driving and will be treated as a primary
offense. Those over the age of 18 are allowed fo talk on their cell phone (for
now), however fexting is prohibited and is a secondary offense.

The low does allow for exceptions in case of emergency or if the car is stopped
and off the road. Phones and GPS devices are allowed, as long as they are not
being operated while vehicle is in motion. A possible fine for the first offense can
be up to $150 and license suspension for 60 days. Second offense penalties
include a fine up to $300 and license suspension for up to 1 year.

For more key facts and statistics involving distracted driving and for more defails
and discussion of the new fexting laws check out the links below.
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http://fox8.com/2012/05/15/important-information-on-ohios-texting-while-driving-ban/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/48840668/ns/local_news-cincinnati_oh/t/ohios-texting-while-driving-ban-takes-effect-friday/
http://www.distraction.gov/content/get-the-facts/facts-and-statistics.html

