
Reminder: GHS / HazCom Training must be completed 
by December 1st. Click here for Online Learning link 

Most people like to get their job done by exerting the least amount of time and 
energy, and that leads us to continuously look for better ways for completing our 
work.  Those “better ways” are often only shortcuts that do not provide the safe path 
for completing the task at hand.

When we successfully take a safety shortcut, we begin to believe that we can always 
substitute the quicker way, instead of following safe practices.  Doing things the 
safe way starts to feel like “too much of a bother”.  For example, wearing Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) is not “cool”.  As a result, we often don’t take the time to 
find and use the right tools / equipment or plan our work properly and consider the 
consequences.

What are the odds?
If your chances of having an automobile accident are 1 in 100 while attempting to 
cut across 4 lanes of traffic, instead of crossing at the traffic light - What will you do?

If your chances of falling off of the ladder while reaching over too far resulting 
in breaking your leg is 1 in 100 - Will you take two minutes to climb down and 
reposition the ladder?

If you are changing a broken light bulb and your chances of receiving a potential 
lethal shock are 1 in 100 - Will you ensure that the power is turned off to that circuit?

If your chances of being injured are 1 in 100 if you were to by-pass a machine 
guard or if you fail to do a proper LOTO - What will you do?

What are the odds?  No one knows for sure. However, risking life or limb to save a 
few minutes of your time is certainly an unsure bet - one you will eventually lose!
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http://intranet.ssoe.com/tools/BizLibrary/SSO.aspx

